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The History of “Thanksgiving’s” Beginning
We all think we know the history of Thanksgiving. The Pilgrims came over from England and landed at
Plymouth Rock, had a bad winter, Squanto taught them to plant crops, they had a harvest festival, and
now we celebrate it every year, right? Well, it’s actually a little more complicated than that, and our
modern holiday pulls from a mix of fact and fiction. Here’s (briefly) what we do know:
In September 1620, 102 religious separatists set off on a small ship (the Mayflower, of course) from
Plymouth, England, and landed near Cape Cod 66 very uncomfortable days later. The next month they
set up a colony farther south, near Massachusetts Bay, still far north of their intended destination of
Manhattan Island. Many colonists stayed aboard the ship as the weather turned colder, and about half
of them didn’t make it through the winter. In March, those that survived moved ashore, where several
days later they were met by a Pawtuxet Native American who, several years earlier, had been kidnapped
by a sea captain, sold into slavery, escaped to London, then found his way back home on an exploratory
expedition, learning English along the way. His name? Tisquantum, or Squanto for short.
Squanto was truly the Pilgrims’ savior. He taught the malnourished settlers how to cultivate corn, catch
fish, forage, extract maple sap, and avoid poisonous plants. He also brokered peace with the local
Wampanoag
tribe, and the
resulting 50year peace is one of
the few
examples of
harmony
between natives
and settlers.
In the fall of
1621, the Plymouth
colony’s 53
Englishmen decided
to throw a
party to celebrate
their first
successful corn
harvest, and
90 native
Wampanoag
joined them. nuts,
and breads
and porridges (and
yes, turkey). It really was an abundance of riches, a meal worth remembering on a yearly basis!
The English word “thanksgiving” has it’s direct roots in an old Greek word, one many church-goers and
even non-church-goers would recognize. The word is “Eucharist” which is pronounced “eukarist.” It
means to be grateful, thankful, and is very closely tied to the other Greek word we recognize as “grace.”
In other words, it’s a thankfulness for what has been given or done for us. For those of us who are
Catholic, it is the sacrament of Holy Communion; the sacrifice of the Mass, giving thanks to God for what
He has done for humankind through Jesus.
But here’s the point of it; we all of us have something to be thankful for as citizens of the United States.
Because of that, the reasoning behind the holiday will be explored in the next article, below:

finally became a national holiday. Every president since Lincoln has
also declared Thanksgiving a national holiday.
You are probably well aware of the first Thanksgiving and how the
Pilgrims and the Indians go together and gave
thanks for the bountiful harvest. That was in
1621. However, the first Thanksgiving did not
lead to a traditional holiday and certainly not to a
national one since the nation didn’t exactly exist.
It did play a role, however, in what would come.
Eventually Thanksgiving began being celebrated
more and more as the country grew and people
wanted to give thanks. A real American Thanksgiving was first celebrated by the entire country
just after the Revolutionary War. But still, it was
not a national holiday.
Then, when Abraham Lincoln was in office he declared the last Thursday of November Thanksgiving
Day in 1863. That is when it

In 1941 Congress set the national holiday of Thanksgiving on the
fourth Thursday of every November. This reversed a decision by President Roosevelt to celebrate Thanksgiving on
the third Thursday of November to give people
more time to shop for Christmas.
Today, we all look forward to Thanksgiving and
the beginning of the holiday season. We

celebrate friends, family, and prosperity
and thank God for His blessings. Many
families have different takes and traditions
for Thanksgiving, but the overall theme is
a family meal and giving thanks for all of life’s blessings.
Now you know how Thanksgiving became a national holiday.

Thanksgiving Quotes for Kids
Thanksgiving Day is perhaps the best time to talk to your kids about family values and tradition. Kids love to participate in
Thanksgiving celebrations, from decorating and helping mash the potatoes, to creating cards and sitting with the family for the
feast.
These “Thanksgiving Quotes” for kids can help reinforce your value system in a fun, interactive way. You can use them to adorn
your Thanksgiving dinner table, plan a 'treasure hunt,' or write each quote on a piece of paper for them to read aloud before
dinner.
Linda G. Paulsen, Ballad of the Mayflower
Hey, Ho, Dee-o, Dee-o! The Pilgrims came to Plymouth Rock; Hey, Ho
Simple people, sturdy stock; Hey, Ho
To be free they crossed the sea,
Thanked the Lord on bended knee; Hey, Ho, Dee-o, Dee-o!"
John Fitzgerald Kennedy
"As we express our gratitude, we must never forget that the highest appreciation is not to utter words, but to live by them."
Ralph Waldo Emerson
For flowers that bloom about our feet;
For tender grass, so fresh, so sweet;
For song of bird, and hum of bee;
For all things fair we hear or see,
Father in heaven, we thank Thee!
John Greenleaf Whittier
Ah! On Thanksgiving day...
When the care-wearied man seeks his mother once
more,
And the worn matron smiles where the girl smiled
before.
What moistens the lips and what brightens the eye?
What calls back the past, like the rich pumpkin pie?
1 Thessalonians 1:2 “We always thank God for all of
you, and continually mention you in our prayers!”

Thanksgiving Thoughts to Share Around the Table!!
“Thanksgiving, man! Not a good day to be my pants!” - Kevin James
“It took me three weeks to stuff the turkey. I thought you stuffed it through the beak!” - Phyllis Diller
“I come from a family where gravy is considered a beverage!” - Erma Bombeck
“I’m from Canada, so Thanksgiving to me is just Thursday with more food. And I’m thankful for THAT!” - Howie Mandel
“If you stand in the meat section at the grocery store long enough you start to get mad at turkeys. There’s turkey ham,
turkey bologna, turkey pastrami. Someone needs to tell the turkey, man, just be yourself!” - Mitch Hedberg
“Vegetables are a must on a diet. I suggest carrot cake, zucchini bread, and pumpkin pie!” - Jim Davis

“If you want to save a species, simply decide to eat it. Then it will be managed—like chickens, like turkeys, like deer, like
Canadian geese.” - Ted Nugent
“Most turkeys taste better the day after; my mother’s tasted better the day before.” - Rita Rudner
“Last Thanksgiving I shot my own turkey. It was fun! That shotgun going, ‘BLAM!’ Everybody at the supermarket just staring. Hey, why track them down when I know where they are?” - Kenny Rogerson
Please allow me, on behalf of your Chaplain Corps, to
say “Thank you” for allowing us into your lives. We
are aware that we are not Game Wardens as that is
your chosen profession, not ours. Yet, you allow us
into your world to help, assist, encourage, laugh and
cry with, counsel and console. The honor to do that
with you is more than you can imagine for us. We
love the outdoors; we love helping with victims who
are in the worst days of their lives; we love it when
you call on us to come assist with a family because
you’re just too involved in investigation; we love
praying for you, your families, our K-9’s and your
needs every morning. You are beloved to us because
of who you are and what you do. May you and your
families have a blessed Thanksgiving season!
Your TPWD Law Enforcement Chaplain Corps

Texas Game Warden Lead Chaplain Scott McIntosh
4200 Smith School
scott.mcintosh@tpwd.texas.gov
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If you would prefer not to receive these Newsletters, I understand. Please let me
know and I will remove you ASAP. No harm, no foul. No one will know!!

